
Standard 7-2 The student will demonstrate an understanding of the concept of 
absolute monarchies and constitutional government in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

7-2.1 Summarize the essential characteristics of the limited government in England 
following the Glorious Revolution and the unlimited governments in France and 
Russia, including some of the restraints placed upon a limited government’s 
power and how authoritarian and totalitarian systems are considered unlimited 
governments. (P, H)

Taxonomy Level:  B 2  Understand/Conceptual Knowledge

Previous/future knowledge:
This is the first time students have been taught about the characteristics of the limited 
government in England following the Glorious Revolution, about the unlimited 
governments in France and Russia, or about how authoritarian and totalitarian systems 
are considered unlimited governments.

In Global Studies, studies will learn about the effects of political changes that occurred in 
Europe during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, including the 
emergence of a strong monarchial form of government and the changes in the 
governments of England and France as they compare with one another (GS-3.2).

It is essential for students to understand the basic difference between a limited and 
unlimited government. In a limited government there are restraints placed upon the 
power and authority of government, whereas in an unlimited government there is 
virtually no ability to limit the actions of the government thereby reducing the ability to 
prevent it from being authoritarian or tyrannical in nature. In an unlimited government, 
individual rights and freedoms are curbed and citizens are expected to display total 
obedience to the government.  Authoritarian and totalitarian systems would then be 
classified as unlimited governments since both have no real restrictions to control their 
actions against citizens and citizens have no recourse against the government. There are, 
however, many ways to restrain the power of government and create a structure that is 
limited in nature. The most common and successful methods include constitutionalism 
(incorporating the principle of rule of law), democracy (granting people authority in the 
functioning of government), and separation of powers (distributing the legislative, 
executive, and judicial powers to several government bodies rather than allowing the 
concentration of these powers into one body or person). After the Glorious Revolution, 
several measures were taken in England that would be classified as actions promoting a 
limited government. These measures included a continuing move toward Parliamentary 
supremacy and the protection of individual rights with the establishment of the English 
Bill of Rights. 

France and Russia are two nations that continued to operate under and develop an 
unlimited government during this time. Both created an absolutist system that 
concentrated power in the hands of the monarch. Rights and freedoms were severely 
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limited and the few which did exist could be cast aside through the actions of the 
monarch. Three common ways that France and Russia displayed unlimited authority were 
in raising taxes, in dissolving the legislative body, and in using the military to enforce its 
policies. 

It is not essential for students to know all the rulers of these nations during this time. 
Students should be exposed to rulers such as William and Mary, Louis XIV, and Peter the 
Great, as exemplars, but it is not necessary for them to know other examples by name. 
They should also be able to apply these concepts to authoritarian rule later in history.  

Assessment guidelines: This indicator calls on students to summarize so appropriate 
assessments would have students detail key characteristics of limited and unlimited 
governments. It would be suitable for students to classify actions of the governments as 
being limited/unlimited and defend this classification. Assessments could also call on 
students to provide examples governmental limitation or absolutism. It would be 
appropriate to have students defend which limitation(s) is most likely to restrict tyranny. 
They should also be able to apply these concepts to authoritarian rule later in history.
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